House Unit Probing Oswald Phone Conversations 


CIA Ex-Officer to Be Called 


• i-? v By Bpnald Kessler 

f f < ''Washineton Post Staff Writes % 

i ■ if The Holse Select Committee on As- 
l s|assii^ations plans to subpoena retired 
i Central Intelligence Agency officer 

| David A. Phillips to question him 

5) about a telephone call made by Lee 

| Harvey Oswald to the Soviet embassy 

j in Mexico City eight weeks before 

? President Kennedy’s assassination. 

; ' 1x2' A- committee source said Phillips 
{ ,-*S Jwho heads the Association of Retired 
: : H^iteffigence Officers, which is la lead* 
; :-*-j.ajig defender of the CIA, will be sub- 
' >?x?6oe naed to testify within a few days 
; |1rf.|ljjefore a closed sessiqn of the commit- 
; f^Sitee’s unit investigating the Kennedy 
! -Mffemssassination. m 

• • ' V 

Richard A. Sprague, chief counsel 
■ ?X*£ef the full committee, said yesterday 

• A^L^pat-iirlias launched an investigation 
-f the .circumstances surrounding the 
"i f 'telephone call as reported in y ester* 
1 r ; day’s editions of The Washington 

% 3' fspost. 

*|f- The Post story said that the CIA in- 
: - * -t.erceptedi and tape-recorded Oswald’s 
HjHpall to the Soviet embassy in late Sep- 
i" Member, 1963, but did not turn it over 
i :H 1 1 to the FBI, which has responsibility 
i ^ * * for investigating possible spies. It also 
i I ; . did not turn it over to the Warren 
l f f f. ^Commission during its investigation 
J-i J-S'ef the Kennedy assassination, The 
: :t|-4post said. 

Instead, the CIA gave the FBI a 
Aifferief report that did not mention Os- 
i'~ •' Iwald’s offer of information, but . said 
. f fv ioniy that Oswald had contacted the 
. ?.Ff ^Soviet embassy, The Post said. The 
£*tCIA later provided the Warren Com- 
i i-p ’-piission and the Senate intelligence 
' 'committee, which investigated the 
5 .Kennedy assassination earlier this 
: ixear, with transcripts of Oswald’s call 
v ■■ : that omitted his offer of information 
; * * "pn exchange for a trip to the Soviet 
; • vTJnion. 

After the assassination on Nov. 22, 
-?®63, the CIA claimed that is was not 
I :C',%ware of most of Oswald’s activities in 
J^ iJRJexieo City two months before the as- 
'M J^assination because Oswald had not 
StS imentioned his name in his eonversa- 
vJP* -Hons. 

;i .X? "" * However, Phillips, who saw the CIA 
: transcripts of Oswald’s conversations 

before the assassination, the CIA 
translator in charge of preparing the 
; transcripts and the typist who pre- 
pared them each told The Post that 
Oswald 1 had mentioned his name in 


the conversations. 

They also said Oswald was offering 
information to the Soviets and re- 
questing a free trip to Russia. 

’■ , Since the CIA claims that the tapes 

Of Oswald’s calls were destroyed 
about a week after the conversations 
;• took place;, few individuals have per- 
;; Sonal 'knowledge of what was said. 

The CIA has declined to comment. 

- In addition to obtaining Phillips’ 
testimony, a House assassination com- 
mittee source said the panel intends 
to identify and interview the CIA 

translator and typist, who werp inter : 

Viewd by The Post in Mexico. 

Phillips said yesterday from Ins 
home in Bethesda that committee in- 
vestigators were in touch wii& him 
F yesterday and wanted to talk with 
him further. 

;; Panel Asked to Investigate 

Killing of Panther Leader 

^ Associated Press ■ 

;■ The House Select Committee on As 

i sassinations yesterday was asked to 

investigate the 1969 killing of Chicago 
Black Panther Party leader Fred 
j Hampton on grounds he was set up by 

„! the FBI through an informer a.od 

* “murdered” in a raid carried out by a 
; special force of the Chicago police. 

« Morton H. Halperin, a former stpff 

* member of the National Security 

t Council and now director of projects 

-4 in conjunction with the American 

u Civil Liberties Union, requested je- 

tion in a letter to Richard A. Sprague, 


chief counsel and staff director of the 
newly-formed House panel. 

Halperin said FBI complicity was- 
established by documents and infor- 
mation tljat came to light during the 
$47:5 million civil damage suit against 
federal, state and local authorities 
now underway in Chicago. The suit 
was filed by relatives of Hampton and 
Mark Clark, another Black Panther 
member killed in the raid on their 
apartment. 

Chicago police have said the raid 



DAVID A. PHILLIPS 
, saw transcripts of telephone calls 


was carried out to confiscate weapons 
held by the Panthers and that police 
fired their guns in response to shots 
from the apartment’s occupants. 

Halperin said that a resolution set- 
ting up the House panel to investigate 
the assassinations of President Ken- 
nedy and civil rights leader Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. also - authorized 
the committee to probe the deaths “of 
any others the select committee shall 
determine.” 


